A Journal of

HOPE

Dear Hope Friends and Supporters,

I remember the “old” days at Hope when we were
running a shelter and hospitality house, and when

we saw so much pain around us. In the mid-1990s
residents in this neighborhood lived in “substandard”
housing with failing systems, chipping lead paint and
deterioration inside and out. There were many vacant
homes on the Hope block and abandoned land at

the adjacent intersection of Portland and Franklin.
People told us they felt unsafe, disconnected and

isolated.

When people live in healthy housing and build
connections in community, lives are changed. Those
who have the least, benefit the most. So we set out to

make a difference. And we have.

We build and maintain healthy housing (173 rental
homes now), and we create a living neighborhood
hub where people become part of the energy of
building the future. We work with public agencies
and private investors. We connect to other
organizations. Every year hundreds of kids and adults
(tenants and others from the neighborhood) find
opportunities and find each other at Hope. They
give to their community, and they find possibility
for themselves. Some of their stories are in this

newsletter.

It truly takes a community to build a community—
and you are part of Hope’s community. Much has
changed and there is much to do. Families with
three or more people living in Hope buildings still
carn a median income of only $17,700 per year.
When the challenges are the greatest and stress is the
highest, youth and their families need community

connections more than ever.

The Hope Camp sendoff: Young participants walk past the new

community space in The Wellstone building on Portland Ave.

In these hard times we have cut back at Hope. But we have not cut
back on what makes a difference for people in this neighborhood
Together we can all be the community that continues to build
community. In this newsletter, Hope Board Co-Chair Clint Hewitt
reflects on his contribution to the community and writes, “We make
a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.” We thank
Clint for those inspiring words. We thank you for what you can do.

Mary Keefe, executive director

P.S. In light of cutbuacks, we will not be sending out a holiday card.
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voice of hope

Every day at Hope, people are building skills and relationships that create greater possibilities for themselves

and their families.

A HOME OF THEIR OWN

It's Monday morning and Flor Soto is getting her three youngest children
ready for school at Jefferson Elementary. For eight years, they have lived in
a three-story Hope rental home on Portland Avenue. When asked why Flor

has lived at Hope for so long she firmly states, “I have a home here”

In 1992, Flor moved to the States from her native country, Mexico. She
moved to Minnesota to give her children a better future. Today, her
daughter Kathy, age 12, wants to be a clothes designer and Bryan, age 11,
a fireman. She smiles when she talks about them. Her greatest hope is that

her children will make good decisions throughout their lives.

Flor takes adult education classes at Hope and her children are involved in
Hope’s leadership and learning programs. She made three albums for each

child filled with their creative work while involved at Hope.

Flor explains that having a safe place for her family that she can afford has
been very important. She’s a single mom and her closest relative lives in
Nebraska. Flor has a good friend at Hope, Marzia. They share strategies for

getting by on little income.

Bonita Watkins has also been part of the neighborhood for a long
time— 30 years. She moved into a one-bedroom apartment in a Hope
building last February. She said it feels good to have her own apartment.
The affordable rent and stability have made it possible for her to return
to school to be a certified nurse aid and to visit her six grandchildren in

Florida for the first time.

Bonita is a leader in a tenant group at Hope called Community Getting
Together. The group brings tenants together to build community. She likes
to know her neighbors. She says, “I don’t want to just live in a building and
never communicate. I want people to have a comfortable feeling about

where they are living.”

For people driving by, the transformation at Franklin and Portland Avenues
communicates hope and renewal in a neighborhood that most everyone
gave up on. For people like Bonita and Flor, who have experienced the
changes around them—they're seeing less crime over the years and believe it’s
because people care more about the neighborhood and each other—renewal

means having a home to feel proud of and community to be a part of.

!

Ana and Bryan Soto, Hope tenants and participants in Hope’s
community literacy program.

-

Bonita Watkins, Hope tenant and leader in Community Getting
Together.

Hope Community is a catalyst for change, growth and

safety. We are building a sustainable neighborhood model through community 611 East Franklin Avenue
organization, active education, leadership and affordable housing development. Minneapolis, Minnesota 55404 www.hope-community.org

Phone 612-874-8867
Fax 612-874-8650

HOPE COMMUNITY, INC.
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t hope voice of hope

She wants to build unity in her community and

create a forum for people to talk about issues that
affect their lives. Because of her work at Hope,
Rabin feels more assertive and clear about what
she wants for her life. When asked how Hope has
most impacted her life Rabin responds by saying,
“I know where I am coming from and I know

where I am going to.”

REACHING FOR
SUCCESS

Five years ago lIvonne Granados Alvarez

and her family moved to the States from Mexico.

When she began taking English Distance

Learning at Hope last summer, Ivonne’s life
changed. She explains, “Before Hope I was feeling
outside of the world. Hope helped me to feel more

myself and part of community.”
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Amira Redd performs at the Girls Empowerment Group graduation. Ivonne learns with students from all over the

world—Somalia, Ethiopia, Mexico, Sudan,

YOUNG LEARNERS & LEADERS Afghanistan, Guatemala, and Turkey—to gain

critical skills that lead to stronger futures for themselves and their families.
“Other youth programs,” Aamira Redd says, “helped me but didn’t

One of the regular Saturday volunteers, Pete Luellen is inspired by
really help with life. And I think at Hope it did.” Last spring, Aamira, age

his students. He says, “I can see clearly that they are living the American

11, entered a national poetry contest as a birthday present to her mom dream. Most students are coming from a desperate situation where all

and won. She read her poem aloud to a crowd of people. The theme of her
poem was How Can I Change the World.

their life savings has been destroyed and are now here to learn to make

things happen for
A year before she entered the contest Aamira was very shy and speaking in themselves”
front of people was challenging. She says, “It was kind of scary.” A friend A partnership with
told her about the Girls Empowerment program at Hope Community Minneapolis Public

and so she dedicated her Saturday mornings to learning about voice, Schools brings teacher

performance, poetry and leadership with other girls her age. Aamira resources to the Hope

believes it was the program that helped her win the poetry contest. She Learning Center during

says, “Hope made me feel better about myself” the week. Volunteers like

At Hope young people are learners and leaders. We connect with them Pete spend one-on-one

around their interests and their aspirations. Rabin Osborne is 21 time with students. Pete
remembers working with
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years old and lives in South Minneapolis. She first came through Hope’s

one student who brought  pete | yellen with a Hope Learning

abook of math problems  Center student.

doors as a student in Hope’s 16-week Micro-Entrepreneur program for

individuals wishing to grow a small business, a program partnership with

the Neighborhood Development Center. Beyond her ambition to run “as thick as a phonebook”

a photography studio, Rabin committed to an intensive eight month to prepare for her postal exam. She took the test and failed over and over

leadership program at Hope. She has big ideas about making community again until she finally passed. Pete says, “She was determined. Her success

better. was never going to be a question.”
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Making a Difference Where It Counts the Most

s in hi. term
s, and, is in his second
Hewitt is a long-time supporter of Hope, board member for several ymr/; e
| e _ } itecture pr
o h e%u He brings much to Hope's work as a recently retived landscape architecture p
as co-chair. He brings
University of Minnesota
. VP Almost every week and in increasing numbers
(and former Associate
for Planning at the U).
Here he reflects as a T will share my blessings? I haye

Hope Donor.

= Will my gift have an immediate impact (change) on the community?

= Our future is in the hands of our children. So, does the organization promote g

strong family structure and actively engage and challenge the children to grow
and give back to the community?

= Is the mission of the organization

clearly articulated and is the leadership
demcnstrably committed to its missi

on?

Serve up close the differences

its influences citywide.

faces of youngsters participating in Hope Programs,

straight and Proudly testify about
their lives,

Hope has and continues
I have seen the Joy in the

I have seen People stand up

the difference Hope and its Pbrograms has made in
I have seen the physical changes that Hope made to the environment where
ot to walk along the street or drive too

and activities ig heartwerming.

to make in its community -- and
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I assure you that your gift will be put,

immediatelz, to productive use -- helping to
encourag

e those who turn to us for assistance to face daily challenges,

We make a living by what ve get. We make a life

e oyl —

Clint Hefitt

by what we give.

Charitable Giving Strategies

Id, you can donate
i re at least 70% years o , Y
WE ARE ALWAYS MOST GRATEFUL for your annual gifts to Hope Gifts from IRAs. If you are ’ CouZt i ol you an don
Comm S 1811 1onl i harity, have W
E E AL P b T, there are a numbCl’ Of ways to make a IRA money dlrectly to a cha yA s ! Strategy - 10 B
| Joumayh istributi ever pay taxi . W
. fi ,d convenient than sending a check. distribution for the year, and n pay
i i may find more
charitable glft that you T'h

yOuI mncome and maybe [CduCC thC tax yOu pay on SOClal SCCU[lty mcome.
iou Inay a]. (o} aVOld the 10 Of tax dCduCthIl exemption alld tax CICdltS
SS S, P S
S

imitati i tegy and
iated with higher incomes. There are limitations on this strategy and,
associa

Gifts of Stock or Mutual Funds. Despite the recent economic
downturn, you may have stocks or mutual funds in your portfolio that : O

' LR o o . .
have appreciated in value. If you donate these securities to a qualified s always, we suggest you talk o qualified tax p

ave . .
i i id the capital-gains taxes on
i Iling them, you will avoid ¢

charity, rather than selling

the profit.
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When You Give to Hope,

Lives Are Changed

When families have healthy housing,

their lives improve. When people connect, a community

thrives.
e 173 rental homes (85% are affordable)

e Nearly 50% of 375 Hope tenants are children

e The median income for tenant families larger

e Young children and their families come to

community literacy nights where kids learn as
than three people is only $17,226

a community surrounds them

¢ Hope rental homes include: renovated 1890s e People talk about what’s important to them

homes, new duplexes, row homes and three in small gatherings lead by Hope

large buildings on the Franklin and Portland e Parents work with Hope staff to identify

intersection opportunities they want and need

o Community events celebrate and recognize

accomplishments

When people are exposed to new opportunities, their hope
for the future grows.

When people build skills, their world opens up.

e Because we want to make a broad impact, we work with hundreds

of youth and adults from the community every year, as well as our e Teens and young adults are taking on an extensive eight-month
tenants. training in community organizing

o Children, youth and adults build critical skills, grow confidence o Tenants organize community events to build neighborhood
and work together to strengthen their lives and build community solidarity

e Six days a week Hope staff, full-time and part-time volunteers offer e Youth use media to own their talents and voice their visions for the
13 different mentoring programs in arts and academics future

e Immigrant adults are learning essential skills they need to get jobs e Across all youth programs, people report increased leadership,

self-advocacy and conflict resolution skills, and higher levels of

knowledge and confidence

When people come together around common
goals, major change is possible.

o Our many partnerships include other community
organizations, universities and colleges,
Americorps VISTA, and volunteers both from
this community and many other communities

o A partnership with Minneapolis Public Schools
brings teachers for Essential Skills classes for
immigrants

e Guest artists and mentors add capacity and bring

professional skills

Top: A child enjoys the Hope tenants' Fall Festival.
Left: A mother and daughter read together at
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Learning in Community.
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